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1. INTRODUCTION
MacKenzie Residence (202 Beaver Street) and the
adjacent historic resources owned by the Eleanor Luxton
Historical Foundation (ELHF) collectively represent a
highly significant historic streetscape that reflects diversity
of development in Banff and contributes to the historic
character of the town. Built in 1945, the home’s modest
Arts & Crafts design and high quality detailing link the
resource to the town’s high architectural aesthetics. The
home is currently listed on the town’s Heritage Inventory
and retains much of its original form, scale and massing
and almost all of its historic materials.
The MacKenzie Residence was constructed by long
term leasers, Flora and George MacKenzie, who first
held lease on the property from 1922 to circa 1971.
After Flora’s death in 1971, the property was acquired
by Eleanor Luxton as a rental property, who owned the
adjacent three properties at the time. Since Eleanor’s
death in 1995, the home has been managed by the
Eleanor Luxton Historical Foundation (ELHF), who have
continued to rent out the home. The house is highly
original and has been well maintained with only minor
updates to the interior and exterior.
In 2017, the ELHF embarked on an important project to
develop a Feasibility Study and Conservation Program
to determine a collective plan for the four contiguous
properties owned by the foundation. The project
included the development of a vision and strategies for
interpreting the history of the Luxton family and broader
connection to Banff and the area, and a comprehensive
conservation program for the historic resources on the
site. Heritage consultants Donald Luxton & Associates
with architects, Studio North were engaged to complete
this project, which was completed in Fall 2018.
Outcomes of the study include the development of a
purpose-built museum on this property, preservation
of the Historic Luxton Home Museum and adjacent
Tanglewood, construction of a purpose-built rental
property behind Beaver Lodge and the rehabilitation
and renovation of Beaver Lodge to optimize the rental
potential (both office and residential).

at the rear of the property. As well, the document will
serve as a management tool for future interventions to
the building.
To facilitate the execution of the findings of the Feasibility
Study, a phased approach will be employed. The scope
of each phase will contribute to and build upon each
subsequent phase.
Phase One (2018-19)
• Rehabilitation of Beaver Lodge
• New addition to the rear of Beaver Lodge
• Interior alterations to Beaver Lodge
• Construction of New purpose-built rental laneway
house behind Beaver Lodge
• Relocate contents of curatorial space of the basement,
kitchen, and Stable of Luxton Residence to the main
floor of Beaver Lodge
• Demolish Luxton Residence gazebo
Phase Two (2019-22)
• Preservation and Rehabilitation of Luxton Museum
• Landscape design for site
• Rehabilitation of MacKenzie Residence
• Construction of purpose-built museum at rear of
MacKenzie Residence
Phase Three (2022-25)
• Rehabilitation of Tanglewood
• Re-purpose of Tanglewood as Gallery
The following document outlines a strategy for the
conservation of MacKenzie Residence as part of Phase
2. Recommendations reflect a minimalist approach to
interventions, which follows Parks Canada’s Standards
and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in
Canada (2010).

Over multiple site visits in the Spring of 2018, the existing
condition of the building was reviewed. A Conservation
Plan was been developed based on the outcomes of the
Feasibility Study and site reviews. This document includes
conservation strategies for preservation of key elements
that will not be impacted by the addition of a museum
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2. CONSERVATION STRATEGY & ACTIONS
2.1 HERITAGE ASSESSMENT SUMMARY
•
The MacKenzie Residence was assessed over several
site visits in Spring 2018. Review of the building was
conducted in conjunction with a review of the available
historic literature and with the planning process for the
Feasibility Study. Archival photographs were used to aid
in identifying the building’s original form and materials,
and to determine the extent of changes to the building.
The high-level heritage assessment for MacKenzie
Residence includes:
General Exterior Assessment
• 1945 form, scale, and massing of house is intact;
• the house’s one and one-half storey height with
full-height basement, front-gabled roof, front-gable enclosed entry porch are original and in good
condition;
• overall rectangle-plan is maintained;
• bottle-glass stucco exterior with half-timbering in
the front gable is original; the stucco exterior is in
good condition overall with localized areas of limited deterioration present;
• fenestration opening size and placement have been
maintained and all original wood windows and
doors are preserved; however, the storm windows
in the gables have been replaced;
• wooden window and door frames and trim are
intact;
• the design and materials of the front porch are original and in good condition with the exception of
the concrete front steps which heavily deteriorated;
• internal red brick chimney is intact;
• asphalt shingle roof is in good condition with no
missing or deteriorate shingles noted; and
• a one-storey garage has been added to the rear of
the residence.
General Interior Assessment
• Highly intact to the time of its construction.
• Original layout of first floor is intact.
• Tongue and groove wood floors have been retained
with no significant areas of deterioration of the
finish noted.
• Arched entry openings are original to the house’s
construction and have been kept.
• Wood window and door casings, trim, doors, brass
hardware, telephone nook, and stairs and railings
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retained throughout.
Upper floor space houses single bedroom.

2.2 GENERAL CONSERVATION
STANDARDS
MacKenzie Residence is a significant historic resource in
the Town of Banff and is currently on the town’s Heritage
Inventory. Its conservation will encompass aspects of
preservation, restoration, and rehabilitation. Existing
guidelines for the preservation of built heritage for this
conservation plan align with Parks Canada’s Standards
and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places
in Canada, (2010) and the Australia ICOMOS Burra
Charter: Good Practice for Heritage Places (2004).
Parks Canada’s Standards and Guidelines for the
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, (2010) is the
primary source used in Canada to assess the appropriate
level of conservation and intervention to historic places.
Under the guidelines, the conservation work proposed
for MacKenzie Residence will include aspects of
preservation, rehabilitation, and restoration (Standards
& Guidelines):
Preservation: The action or process of protecting,
maintaining, and/or stabilizing the existing materials,
form, and integrity of a historic place or of an individual
component, while protecting its heritage value.
Restoration: The action or process of accurately
revealing, recovering or representing the state of a
historic place or of an individual component, as it
appeared at a particular period in its history, while
protecting its heritage value.
Rehabilitation: The action or process of making
possible a continuing or compatible contemporary
use of a historic place or an individual component,
through repair, alterations, and/or additions, while
protecting its heritage value.
The following are definitions of terms used in the
Conservation Strategy.
In-kind Repair: Rehabilitation of deteriorated or
damaged element using the same material, form, and

detailing as the existing original element.
Intervention: Any action that results in the physical
alteration of an element of a historic place/resource.
Minimal Intervention: The approach taken that
permits the conservation strategy to be met with the
least physical impact.
Original Element/Finish/Condition: The state of the
item/element at the time the historic resource was
constructed.
Any intervention to MacKenzie Residence, or any
historic place whether it be the conservation of original
materials, the construction of a new structure, or a
change in use, must align with the Standards outlined
in Parks Canada’s Standards and Guidelines for the
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, (2010). This
document is the primary source used in Canada to assess
the appropriate level of conservation and intervention to
historic places and represents conservation principles of
best practice. The following General Standards should
be followed when carrying out any work to a historic
place.
GENERAL STANDARDS
Standards relating to all Conservation Projects
1. Conserve the heritage value of a historic place. Do
not remove, replace, or substantially alter its intact
or repairable character-defining elements. Do not
move a part of a historic place if its current location
is a character-defining element.
2. Conserve changes to a historic place, which over
time, have become character-defining elements in
their own right.
3. Conserve heritage value by adopting an approach
calling for minimal intervention.
4. Recognize each historic place as a physical record
of its time, place and use. Do not create a false
sense of historical development by adding elements
from other historic places or other properties or by
combining features of the same property that never
coexisted.

5. Find a use for a historic place that requires minimal
or no change to its character defining elements.
6. Protect and, if necessary, stabilize a historic place
until any subsequent intervention is undertaken.
Protect and preserve archaeological resources in
place. Where there is potential for disturbance of
archaeological resources, take mitigation measures
to limit damage and loss of information.
7. Evaluate the existing condition of character-defining
elements to determine the appropriate intervention
needed. Use the gentlest means possible for
any intervention. Respect heritage value when
undertaking an intervention.
8. Maintain character-defining elements on an
ongoing basis. Repair character-defining elements
by reinforcing the materials using recognized
conservation methods. Replace in kind any
extensively deteriorated or missing parts of
character-defining elements, where there are
surviving prototypes.
9. Make any intervention needed to preserve
character-defining elements physically and visually
compatible with the historic place and identifiable
upon close inspection. Document any intervention
for future reference.
Additional Standards relating to Rehabilitation
1. Repair rather than replace character-defining
elements. Where character-defining elements are
too severely deteriorated to repair, and where
sufficient physical evidence exists, replace them
with new elements that match the forms, materials
and detailing of sound versions of the same
elements. Where there is insufficient physical
evidence, make the form, material and detailing of
the new elements compatible with the character of
the historic place.
2. Conserve the heritage value and character-defining
elements when creating any new additions to a
historic place and any related new construction.
Make the new work physically and visually
compatible with, subordinate to and distinguishable
from the historic place.
3. Create any new additions or related new
construction so that the essential form and integrity
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2. CONSERVATION STRATEGY & ACTIONS
of a historic place will not be impaired if the new
work is removed in the future.
Additional Standards relating to Restoration
1. Repair rather than replace character-defining
elements from the restoration period. Where
character-defining elements are too severely
deteriorated to repair and where sufficient physical
evidence exists, replace them with new elements
that match the forms, materials and detailing of
sound versions of the same elements.
2. Replace missing features from the restoration
period with new features whose forms, materials
and detailing are based on sufficient physical,
documentary and/or oral evidence.

Preservation Brief 10:
Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/10paint-problems.htm
Preservation Brief 11:
Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief11.htm
Preservation Brief 14:
New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation
Concerns
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/14exterior-additions.htm

2.3 CONSERVATION REFERENCES

Preservation Brief 18:
Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/18rehabilitating-interiors.htm

The conservation strategy developed for MacKenzie
Residence involves the conservation of exterior and
interior elements. In addition to this Conservation Plan,
the following conservation references may be consulted:

Preservation Brief 22:
Preservation and Repair of Historic Stucco
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/22stucco.htm

Parks Canada’s Standards and Guidelines for the Preservation Brief 24:
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, (2010) Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings:
http://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/standards-		 Problems and Recommended Approaches
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/24normes/document.aspx
heat-vent-cool.htm
Preservation Brief 3:
Preservation Brief 28:
Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/3- Painting Historic Interiors
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/28improve-energy-efficiency.htm
painting-interiors.htm
Preservation Brief 4:
Preservation Brief 32:
Roofing for Historic Buildings
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/4- Making Historic Properties Accessible
https://www.nps.gov/TPS/how-to-preserve/briefs/32roofing.htm
accessibility.htm
Preservation Brief 6:
Preservation Brief 37:
Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings
Appropriate Methods for Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief06.htm
in Historic Housing
http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/37-leadPreservation Brief 9:
paint-hazards.htm
The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief09.htm
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Preservation Brief 39:
Holding the Line: Controlling Unwanted Moisture in
Historic Buildings
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/39control-unwanted-moisture.htm

Heritage conservation and sustainable development can
go hand in hand with the mutual effort of all stakeholders.
In a practical context, the conservation of historic
and existing structures contributes to environmental
sustainability by:

Preservation Brief 45:
Preserving Historic Wooden Porches
https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/45wooden-porches.htm

•

Reducing solid waste disposal (reduced impact on
landfills and their expansions);

•

Saving embodied energy (defined as the total
expenditure of energy involved in the creation of the
building and its constituent materials); and

2.4 SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGY

•

Conserving historic materials that are significantly less
consumptive of energy than many new replacement
materials (often local and regional materials, e.g.
timber, brick, concrete, plaster, can be preserved
and reduce the carbon footprint of manufacturing
and transporting new materials).

Sustainability is most commonly defined as “meeting
the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs”
(Common Future. The Bruntland Commission). The
four-pillar model of sustainability identifies four
interlinked dimensions: environmental, economic,
social and cultural sustainability, the latter including
the built heritage environment. Current research links
sustainability considerations with the conservation of
our built and natural environments. A competitive,
sustainable economy requires the conservation of
heritage buildings as a critical component of a high
quality urban environment.
“We need to use our cities, our cultural resources, and
our memories in such a way that they are available for
future generations to use as well. Historic preservation
makes cities viable, makes cities livable, makes cities
equitable.”
(Economic Benefits of Preservation, Sustainability and
Historic Preservation)
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2. CONSERVATION STRATEGY & ACTIONS
2.5 CHARACTER-DEFINING ELEMENTS
The following lists the home’s character-defining
elements as defined by the building’s Statement of
Significance (2018). These elements will be the focus of
the Conservation Plan program.
Exterior:
• location on a corner lot at the intersection of Beaver
Street and Caribou Street in the Town of Banff;
• position set back from the street with large rear and
front yards; wooden picket fence;
• form, scale, and massing such as: one and one-half
storey height with full-height basement; rectangular
plan; front-gabled roof; off-centre, one-storey front
porch with front-gabled roof;
• wooden-frame construction including: parged
foundation; bottle-glass stucco exterior;
• Arts and Crafts-style details including: bungalow
form; single exterior cladding; half-timbering in
front gable; open soffits with exposed rafter tails;
plain wooden trim, bargeboards, fascia; abundance
of single and multi-assembly windows;
• fenestration such as: single assembly multi-light
wooden-sash windows at basement level; single
light fixed wooden-sash window with wooden-sash
storm window; single and double assembly 3-over1 hung wooden-sash window with wooden-sash
storm windows; bay window with 2-over-1 hung
wooden-sash windows with wooden-sash storm
windows on either side of a pair of 3-over-1 hung
wooden-sash window with wooden-sash storm
window; triple assembly 3-over-1 hung woodensash windows with wooden-sash storm windows
on either side of a fixed wooden-sash window with
multi-light wooden-sash storm window; double
assembly 2-over-1 fixed wooden-sash window
with wooden-sash storm window; single assembly
1-over-1 hung wooden-sash window with woodensash storm window; interior front door with three
paneled wooden door with 8-light upper section
and brass hardware; porch door with three paneled
wooden door with 3-light upper section, brass
hardware, and wooden transom; wooden side door
with large single light in upper section and brass
hardware; and
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Interior
• interior elements such as: wooden floors; wooden
baseboards, window and door trim; single panel
wood doors with brass hardware; arched entryways;
telephone nook with wooden trim and paneling.

2.6 CONSERVATION STRATEGY
Overall, MacKenzie Residence is in excellent condition
with a high level of original integrity. Deterioration is
generally localized. This section outlines the proposed
conservation strategy and actions recommended for
MacKenzie Residence through annotated photographs.
All work should be carried out based on Parks Canada’s
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of
Historic Places in Canada, (2010).

CONSERVATION STRATEGY
Exterior
Preserve: Form, scale, and massing of 1945
building; wooden frame construction; bottle glass
stucco cladding; wooden trim and decorative
elements; front-gabled roofline; enclosed frontgabled porch; windows and window openings;
door and door openings; and chimney.
Restore: Exterior storms (gable peaks); windows
boarded over; storm door, muntins in porch
window.
Rehabilitate: Efflorescence on chimney; front stair
replacement; remove over-painting on stucco;
horizontal cracks in foundation; repaint all window
sashes (exterior only); repair warped basement
window sash; repair rotting areas of rafters; repaint
soffits and rafters.

2.7 TIMELINE
Life Safety (Immediate - 1 year)
• None
Immediate (1-3 years)
• Replace front concrete stairs with new
• Repair of efflorescence and staining on chimney and
chimney flashing
• Repair horizontal cracks on south and west facades
at foundation (2 areas of cracking)
• Repair warped storm sash of south basement window
(1 window)
• Add new muntins to upper sash of porch window (1)
• Repaint all window sashes (exterior only) (19 main
floor, 2 gable peaks, 4 basement)
• Repair rotting areas of exposed rafters (various)
• Weatherstrip openable windows (21 windows on
main and upper floor)
• Replace glass with cracked window (south side bay
window, main floor)
• Remove plywood coverings from windows/porch
transom
Short Term (3-5 years)
• Remove over-painting on stucco
• Repaint all soffits/rafters
Long Term (5-10 years)
• Replacement of aluminum storms with wooden
storms (2 windows)
• Replace storm door with period appropriate door

Interior
Preservation: Wooden flooring, trim elements,
doors and door hardware, window and door trim,
window hardware; phone nook; stairs to second
floor
Restoration: None

The following annotated photographs of MacKenzie

Rehabilitation: Maintenance

Residence detail the nature of conservation actions
to be undertaken. Unless otherwise marked, assume
action of keyed element ‘

X

‘ is applicable to all

elements shown in the photograph.
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MacKenzie House, 1978
(Alberta HRM Branch 78-R144-13)
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A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - FOUNDATION - ALL FACADES
A - Preserve. Board formed concrete foundation with parged exterior
in good condition overall. Monitor localized areas of deterioration and
cracking. No action.

A
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
CONSERVATION ACTIONS - STUCCO CLADDING - ALL FACADES
A - Preserve. Bottle glass stucco is original to 1945 construction. Bottle glass is mostly brown glass
with black and white interspersed at the gable peaks, and primarily black and white with small
amounts of brown glass on the rest of the house. The stucco is overall in good condition with
minor areas of cracking. Monitor cracking and ensure water is not infiltrating onto stucco from
leaking gutters or downspouts, around chimney, window and door openings, or excessive ground
water.
B - Preserve & Rehabilitate. For any areas that require repair, mix 5:1 of hydrated lime (conform
to ASTM C207, Type S) to portland cement (conform to ASTM C150, Type II (white, non-staining)
sand, and clean potable water to a workable mix, colouring mix to match original. Trowel on
mortar mix on area that requires repair in three coats (scratch, brown and finish coats). Find bottle
glass to match original (white quartz, brown glass and obsidian) and break with a hammer on-site.
Throw (dash) glass mixture onto wall while finish coat of stucco is wet, mimicking stucco pattern
of original. For missing areas, replace with section of cedar lathe with stucco wire applied over top
and lime/cement mixture as above and dashed with similar glass mixture.
C - If garage is demolished, scrape bottle glass off of walls prior to demolition for use in future
stucco repairs.

A
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B
A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - TRIM ELEMENTS - ALL FACADES
A - Preserve & Rehabilitate. Trim elements original throughout house. Trim is generally in excellent condition. If future repairs are required, repair any deteriorated portions inkind rather than replacing entire board. New material to maintain original materiality, dimensions, profiles, reveal, and finish. Pressure treated materials or hardi-board is not
acceptable for new materials. Repaint in historically accurate colours.
B - Preserve & Rehabilitate. Wooden bargeboards, exposed rafters, open soffits, and half timbering to be preserved and rehabilitated should roof be replaced in future.
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - FENESTRATION - ALL FACADES
A - Preserve & Rehabilitate & Restore. Window openings, sashes and storms have been preserved and are in excellent condition. Maintain operability of windows, and add
weatherstripping to improve energy efficiency.
B - Preserve & Rehabilitate Windows at basement and main floor have areas of missing paint. Hand scrape to sound surface. Apply two coats of linseed oil to condition wood.
Repaint to match main floor window trim/ (cream).
C - Restore. Exterior storms at gable peaks on east and west facades replaced with aluminum storms. These storms appear to be in good condition. Replace with new wooden
exterior storms to match original when serviceable life has ended.
D - Preserve & Rehabilitate. Door opening and door on west facade is original on main part of house. Monitor for future degradation. Preserve configuration of front door
with three-light upper sash and single-light wood-sash transom. Rehabilitate any deteriorated portions of wood, where required. Repairs to be done in-kind, new material to
maintain original materiality, dimensions, profiles, and finish.
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS - ROOF - ALL FACADES
A - Restore. Upon end life-cycle of the asphalt roof, it is
recommended to re-instate stained cedar shingle roof. With
removal of existing roof, check if any original roof tiles
remain to uncover original roof shingle colour and match to
original shingle shape and pattern. Recommend installing
fire-retardant sheathing and/or wooden roof shingles due to
fire issues in Banff area.
B - With new roof, opportunity to upgrade roof insulation to
improve energy performance of building.
C - Present eavestroughs and downspouts in good condition.
To be assessed at time of roof replacement. Colour match to
house trim. Should replacement be required in the future,
downspouts should be located at corners and installed
flush along the soffits and cornerboards, all to minimize the
visual impact of the system on the primary elevations of the
dwelling.
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A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - ALL FAÇADES - CHIMNEY
A - Internal chimney in centre of roofline. Chimney in excellent condition. Minor
efflorescence and staining present near parged chimney cap indicating water
infiltration from inside of chimney. Clean efflorescence off surface of chimney and
determine source of water infiltration. Inside of chimney may require a chimney liner.
B - Mortar and bricks soiled with organic deposits and require cleaning. Clean mortar
and bricks using water and soft bristle brush.

B

C - Flashing loose at base of chimney. Re-secure to roof.

C
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS - NORTH FAÇADE - WINDOWS
A - Window on north side at front porch has been covered with plywood. Remove
plywood and rehabilitate window if required. Ensure windows are openable.

MACKENZIE RESIDENCE CONSERVATION PLAN | OCTOBER 2018
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS - EAST FACADE - GABLE
WINDOW
A - Window at gable peak has areas of missing paint and
exposed wood. Scrape wood to sound surface, apply two
coats of linseed oil, and repaint in same colour as trim
(cream).

16

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - EAST FAÇADE - STUCCO CLADDING
A - Minor over-painting from window trim on stucco. Apply paint removal system to
stucco (Recommended: Dumond Smart Strip Pro Professional Paint
Remover). Follow supplier directions for proper paint removal.

A
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - SOUTH FAÇADE - BASEMENT WINDOWS
A - Windows at basement have missing and cracked paint. Bowing of
window sashes in opening on right. Remove bowed windows. Off site – wrap
warped section of wood in moist paper towels and cover in plastic wrap with
concave side face down on a rigid surface. Place either side of bowed wood
in clamps, tightening carefully to avoid breaking. Set in warm area or under
heat lamp until moisture has been absorbed into wood (up to 7 days) (~ 65
degrees Celsius, 6-8 hours per day). Remove wrap from wood and if straight
allow wood to fully dry. If warp is not removed the damage may be too
severe to reverse, thus replace section of warped wood in-kind, dovetailing
in with original sections of wood. Any new wood to be same material,
approximate grain and have identical or close to identical moulding profile of
original window sash. Scrape existing paint to sound surface, repair any areas
of missing putty, apply two coats of linseed oil and repaint to match main
floor trim and storms.

18

A

A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - SOUTH FAÇADE - MAIN FLOOR
WINDOWS
A - Window is cracked at bottom right in bay window (most eastern window). Replace glass in kind, sourcing historic glass if possible. Re-putty on the exterior and repaint in historically accurate
colours to match exterior storm and trim.
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A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - SOUTH FAÇADE - EXPOSED RAFTERS
A -Small areas of degradation and rot of rafters where meets eavestroughs.
Repair areas of rot in-kind where possible and repaint to match existing
trim and storm colour (cream).
B - Rafters and open soffits require repainting. Repaint in historically
accurate colours to match main floor trim and storms (cream).

20

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - WEST FAÇADE - FOUNDATION
A - Horizontal crack wrapping around south to west side of enclosed
porch due to differential settlement from house to porch. Refer to
structural analysis in MacKenzie Residence Heritage Assessment,
2018 for more details. Repair crack using the gentlest means
possible and reparge in-kind to match existing.

A
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - WEST FAÇADE - PORCH STAIRS
A - Porch stairs have almost fully deteriorated and will require
replacement. Replace with like materials mimicking concrete
colour, and riser and tread dimensions.

22

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - WEST FAÇADE - STUCCO
SIDING
A - Minor over-painting at gable peak. Apply paint removal system to stucco (Recommended: Dumond Smart Strip
Pro Professional Paint Remover). Follow supplier directions
for proper paint removal.

A
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
CONSERVATION ACTIONS - WEST FAÇADE - FRONT STORM DOOR
A - Storm door on porch is not historically accurate. At end of lifecycle, replace with period appropriate wooden storm door.

24

B

A

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - WEST FAÇADE - PORCH WINDOWS
A - Boarding was added over transom window pre 1978. Remove boarding from exterior and interior. It is not known if window is intact. Add weatherstripping to window and
interior storm if additional energy efficiency is required for single-pane glass.
B - Muntin missing on upper sash of window immediately left of the front door (from exterior). Re-instate muntin, replace single light with two lights, re-putty, condition with
linseed oil and repaint to match historic sash and trim.
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

CONSERVATION ACTIONS - BASEMENT INTERIOR
A - Board formed concrete in basement in good condition with
only minor cracking around windows. Repair crack using qualified
foundation specialist and monitor any new cracks forming.
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS - MAIN FLOOR INTERIOR
A - Preserve room layout, arched doorways, and historic materials
on main floor (flooring, baseboards, window and door trim,
wooden doors with hardware). For any wood element in the
house, if wood is extensively damaged, replace in-kind matching
original materials, dimensions, profiles, and finish.
B - Additional electrical outlets are required throughout the
interior of MacKenzie Residence.
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2. CONSERVATION ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
CONSERVATION ACTIONS - MAIN FLOOR
INTERIOR
A - Preserve original door and window trim and sills.
B - Preserve original doors, frames, casings and brass
hardware and window hardware.
C - Preserve original telephone nook.

C
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CONSERVATION ACTIONS - SECOND FLOOR INTERIOR
A - Second floor has high level of historic integrity (wooden floors,
trim, layout and stairs). If wood is extensively damaged, replace inkind matching original materials, dimensions, profiles, and finish.

C
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APPENDIX A STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
MACKENZIE RESIDENCE STATEMENT OF
SIGNIFICANCE
Date of Construction: 1945
Municipal Address: 202 Beaver Street
Legal Description: 6719BC; 8; 1
Original Owners: Flora and George MacKenzie
Architect: Unknown
Builder: Unknown
Description of Historic Place
The MacKenzie Residence is a one and one-half storey,
front-gabled, bottle-glass stucco-clad residence situated
at the intersection of Beaver Street and Caribou Street in
the Town of Banff. The residence is set back on a corner
lot with large front and rear yards and a one-storey single car garage attached to the east facade of the house.
The residence is identifiable by its bottle-glass stucco exterior; front-gabled roof with half-timbering in the front
gable; front porch with front-gabled roof and centred recessed entry; single and multi-assembly wood windows;
and bay window on the south facade.
Heritage Value
The MacKenzie Residence lot is highly significant as
representative of multiple periods of residential development beginning with the establishment of some of the
earliest homes in the Town of Banff. The arrival of the
Canadian Pacific Railway to the base of Cascade Mountain in October 1883 and the establishment of Siding 29
initiated early settlement in the area. A small collection
of residences and businesses were erected at the Siding,
which was renamed “Banff’ in November 1883. The Federal government created Canada’s first National Park in
1887, setting aside a 674-square kilometre block of land
under the Rocky Mountains Park Act. The Act established
the framework to facilitate the subdivision of a townsite,
provide leaseholds to prospective residents and commercial entities, and regulate mining and livestock in the
park. The Park’s first Superintendent, a Dominion Land
Surveyor and architect, George A. Stewart, finalized the
Banff townsite plan in 1887. Residences, amenities, and
institutional buildings began to be constructed in the
new townsite. The following year, three log cabins were
constructed on this lot facing Caribou Street and represent the first outward push of residential development
in Banff beyond the main street. Each cabin measured
19’x23’ and were accessible by Caribou Street which
was then just a wagon road.
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The owner of the cabins was unknown and the properties were leased for residents, seasonal workers and
tourists.
In 1922, the lease was transferred to Flora and George
MacKenzie, who were the lot’s first long-term leasers,
and later owners of the Mackenzie Residence. Flora
(1881-1971) was born in England and immigrated to
Canada in 1890 with her family, settling in Red Deer. In
1902 she married her first husband, Charles E. Stenton
(1866-1918), and the following year they settled in Banff
where Charles owned and operated the Park Hotel and
later managed the Alberta Hotel. Charles died in 1918 at
the age of 52. Flora married George J. MacKenzie (18891977), a bellhop at the Alberta Hotel in 1921. George,
who immigrated from Scotland in 1908, worked as a
taxi driver after returning from World War I circa 1919.
He held this position until he was 80 years old. Flora
and George first leased the property in 1922 but did not
build until 1945, at the end of Second World War when
grants for returning military personnel and an overall increased sense of optimism ignited residential and commercial construction across the country. The home was
built for $6,000. The MacKenzie’s occupied the house
until shortly after Flora’s death in 1971.
The MacKenzie Residence is further valued for its connection with the Luxton family; early settlers in Banff
who contributed significantly to the development and
spirit of the town. The residence was acquired by Eleanor Luxton in 1975 from George MacKenzie as a rental
property. Eleanor was the daughter of legendary Banff
couple, Norman and Georgina Luxton. By 1904, the
Luxtons were settled in Banff and throughout their life
there, owned and operated many prominent Banff businesses including the Banff Crag and Canyon newspaper and Norman’s passion, the Sign of the Goat Curio
Company and Taxidermy Store. Eleanor Luxton, a noted
historian and writer, operated the home as a rental investment property for over 20 years. The property was
transferred to the Eleanor Luxton Historical Foundation,
following her passing in 1995. The house is one of a
collection of intact historic residences on Beaver Street
owned by the Foundation.
The MacKenzie Residence is further significant as a
highly intact example of a modest bungalow with British
Arts and Crafts detailing, representative of the dominant
architectural style in Banff from the 1910s-1940s and

the high concentration of British settlers and tourists in
the town. The British Arts and Crafts style originated in
the UK in the 1860s as a response to the mechanized
blight as a byproduct of the Industrial Revolution. It
called for a return to aesthetic architecture, high quality
hand crafted materials and skilled tradespeople, resulting in well-crafted homes with palatial detailing, often
in wood or stucco. The home’s one and one-half storey
height, rectangular plan with front-gabled roof, enclosed
front porch, half-timbering in the gable ends, and open
soffits with exposed rafter tails, and multiple multi-light
windows illustrate this architectural style. The bottle
glass stucco ties the home into the modern period, and
was a popular cladding type found throughout western
Canada.

window; interior front door with three paneled wooden door with 8-light upper section and brass hardware;
porch door with three paneled wooden door with 3-light
upper section, brass hardware, and wooden transom;
wooden side door with large single light in upper section
and brass hardware; and
•
interior elements such as: wooden floors; wooden baseboards, window and door trim; single panel
wood doors with brass hardware; arched entryways;
telephone nook with wooden trim and paneling.

Character-Defining Elements
The key character-defining elements of the MacKenzie
Residence include, but are not limited to its:
•
location on a corner lot at the intersection of
Beaver Street and Caribou Street in the Town of Banff;
•
position set back from the street with large rear
and front yards; wooden picket fence;
•
form, scale, and massing such as: one and onehalf storey height with full-height basement; rectangular plan; front-gabled roof; off-centre, one-storey front
porch with front-gabled roof;
•
wooden-frame construction including: parged
foundation; bottle-glass stucco exterior;
•
Arts and Crafts-style details including: bungalow
form; single exterior cladding; half-timbering in front gable; open soffits with exposed rafter tails; plain wooden trim, bargeboards, fascia; abundance of single and
multi-assembly windows;
•
fenestration such as: single assembly multi-light
wooden-sash windows at basement level; single light
fixed wooden-sash window with wooden-sash storm
window; single and double assembly 3-over-1 hung
wooden-sash window with wooden-sash storm windows; bay window with 2-over-1 hung wooden-sash
windows with wooden-sash storm windows on either
side of a pair of 3-over-1 hung wooden-sash window
with wooden-sash storm window; triple assembly 3-over1 hung wooden-sash windows with wooden-sash storm
windows on either side of a fixed wooden-sash window
with multi-light wooden-sash storm window; double assembly 2-over-1 fixed wooden-sash window with wooden-sash storm window; single assembly 1-over-1 hung
wooden-sash window with wooden-sash storm
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