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BACKGROUND
Reason for Report
To present council with a statement of significance for 137 Lynx Street (also known as the McLeod
Residence) attached as Appendix A.
Summary of Issue
At the January 22nd 2018 regular meeting, council passed the following motion:
COU18-33 Moved by Councillor Poole that council direct administration to:
i.
generate a list of prominent heritage sites in the townsite which are not currently designated;
ii.
return to council with this list in the appropriate manner; and,
iii.
in times where there is urgent concerns, be encouraged to inform council in a timely fashion.
Current State
The Banff Heritage Inventory currently identifies 181 buildings of historic value to the community.
85% of the buildings identified on the heritage inventory do not have statements of significance.
Statement of Significance
The statement of significance is a tool utilized to assess and describe the value of a heritage property.
The statement of significance also identifies the regulated components of a building when a building
is designated as a municipal historic resource. Statements of significance consist of three parts: the
description of the historic place, statement of heritage value and the character defining elements.
Description of Heritage Resource
This section “paints a picture” of the place in 1-2 sentences. The short narrative provides a
very general description, with just enough information to convey the nature of the historic
place and its principal features.
Heritage Value
This section should answer the question: “why is the historic place important?” The heritage
value statement relays the architectural, aesthetic, historic, educational, scientific, cultural
and/or spiritual value of the heritage site. It is also the section of the statement of significance
which contains a response to the community’s historic context statement and the thematic
framework.
Character-Defining Elements
This section of the statement of significance identifies the features of the historic building or
property which must be maintained in order to preserve heritage value. The list may include:
materials, forms, spatial configurations, landscaping, uses, views, cultural associations, and/or
meanings.
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Values-Based Assessments
In Banff historic property records contain primarily architectural information. Municipalities across
Canada are however transitioning to a “values-based approach” in the assessment of heritage sites. A
values based approach is described as the emphasis on the cultural histories of heritage sites over the
properties aesthetic qualities. As local governments transition to a values based heritage assessments,
they typically produce a community heritage context statement and adapt Parks Canada’s Canadian
thematic framework tool to reflect the themes and events influencing local development.
Council will have the opportunity to review and discuss cultural assessments as part of Q3 discussions
on the development of a heritage protection plan. Until project planning is reviewed, the approach
with the development of statements of significance in Banff will continue to focus on both
architectural and cultural value.
Response Options
Council may:
•
•
•

receive this briefing for information,
direct administration with regards to the content of the statement of significance; and/or,
request further information as required.

Banff Community Plan
•

We respect that others have lived here before us and honour them by preserving and celebrating their memory
and legacy. We value our unique culture and will forever find ways to engage residents and visitors in
education and interpretation opportunities that reinforce our community’s authentic heritage.

•

Protect, preserve and commemorate historic resources as defined in the Heritage Resource Policy.

•

Explore incentives and the appropriate regulatory and financial framework for the Banff Heritage
Corporation to be effective in the preservation and protection of Banff’s built heritage.

Legislation/Policy
The Banff Park Management Plan objectives for the townsite:
•
•
•

To maintain the townsite as part of the World Heritage Site;
To provide the widest possible range of interpretive and orientation services to Park visitors;
To maintain a community character which is consistent with and reflects the surrounding environment;

CONCLUSION
The statement of significance is an important tool to assess the heritage value of properties in the
community. Administration will continue to work with the Banff Heritage Corporation to provide
statements of significance for properties identified on the Banff Heritage Inventory.
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The McLeod Residence
137 Lynx Street

Description of Historic Resource
137 Lynx Street also known as the McLeod Residence is a 1 ½ storey craftsman home built in
1931 and located at the corner of Lynx Street and Caribou Street in Banff.
Heritage Value
The McLeod Residence is valuable as an excellent representation of depression era residential
development in Banff. Today the residence it is one of two remaining single family homes
located along Lynx Street built before 1940.
The residence features a prominent cross gable roofline. The building is clad in pebblestone
stucco and accented with a gable porch overhang, thick decorative wood trim elements, quoin
corner masonry blocks and quoin headers along the north and south building elevations. The
roof material is cedar shake and features a centre brick chimney. The windows appear to be
original and are characterized by a unique decorative flat transom inlay. The roofline
characterises the building volume. Original design elements including gable dormer, projecting
eaves, exposed rafter tails and decorative fascia continue to convey the period of significance.
The McLeod residence is named after James McLeod a business partner of Bill Warren and
president of Rocky Mountain Tours the main competitor of Brewster Transport during the
1930’s. James McLeod built the residence in 1931 along with three backyard tenthouses. In
similar fashion to other residential properties in Banff in the 1930’s he and his family operated
the residence as a staff accommodation and seasonal rooming house.
The residence was
operated as a tourist accommodation until 1966 when the property was sold to Crosby Co.

Ltd. At the time of the sale, Louis Crosby owned and lived in the neighbouring property
Abegweit. Louis Crosby was the general manager of Brewster Transfer Co. His son Robert
Crosby moved his family into the residence in 1968 at which time the tenthouse cabins were
demolished. Robert Crosby himself was an accomplished engineer and academic was an active
member of the community. A garage was built in 1977. A sunroom addition to the south
elevation was added in 1993.
Character Defining Elements
Key elements that define the heritage character of the McLeod Residence include its:
•
•
•
•
•

location on Lynx Street, and the relationship between the Lynx Street and the
adjacent waterfront residential neighbourhood;
cross gable roof design;
medium and high pitch gable roofline;
wood-frame construction over concrete foundation;
use of the Craftsman style elements throughout including:
o decorative wooden trim elements;
o double-hung 1-over-1 wooden-sash windows with flat transom pattern;
o decorative fascia;
o exposed rafter tails ;
o decorative brackets under gable overhang;
o stucco finish;
o irregular fenestration pattern;
o ½ storey gable dormer;
o front facing gable porch overhang over rounded arch and front entry;
o wooden door along east and west building elevations;
o cedar shake roof;
o rear elevated open porch with pattered wood railing; and,
o projecting bow windows along north and west building elevations.

Schedule A – Statement of Significance

2018-08-01

Historic Photographs

Source: Town of Banff Heritage File
circa. 1937

Source: Town of Banff Heritage File
circa. 1937

Source: Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies
circa: 1940

Source: Town of Banff Photographic Inventory
circa: 1967
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Current Photographs

Perspective View

South elevation demonstrating 1993 sunroom
addition, quoin edge masonry blocks and quoin
header above window trim.

West elevation demonstrating entrance porch,
decorative fascia, shingled roof, and thick trim
surrouding windows.

North elevation demonstrating projecting bow
window, quoin header and brackets under roof
overhang.

Typical sash window with
thick trim surround, flat
transom pattern.

Doorway entrance detail
demonstrating arch above
door and decorative fasia.
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Deck railing at rear porch
entance

Original pebblestone
stucco detail.
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