FireSmart Program

Working together for safer communities in the wildland -urban interface

Wildfire Hazards Cleanup Day:
Saturday, May 8
Banff’s FireSmart Program wants all Banff
property owners to participate in a vegetation and
yard debris cleanup day. Homeowners are
encouraged to spend a few hours in their yards
reducing accumulations of vegetation and debris
that contribute to wildfire spread when fire danger
climbs in the summer.

Wildfire
Community
Preparedness Day
Do your part to get FireSmart! Spring cleanup is a
great time to gather branches and other vegetation that
can increase the wildfire hazard in your yard.

See reverse for information on how to do your
wildfire hazard cleanup and visit the online
information at: Banff.ca/FireSmart

Download a free copy of the FireSmart
Homeowner’s Manual ot the Mobile APP at:
firesmart.ca

Free pickup starts – May 10
Branches, stems and yard debris will be collected
during Community Chipping Days
To participate, please ensure:
• VEGETATION ONLY – no building
materials or yard/garage/basement junk
• Items are placed at the curb
• No stems thicker than 10 cm (4 inches)
• No pieces longer than 2 metres (6 feet)
• Do not leave yard debris on street or
sidewalk.
• Yard waste (leaves and grass clippings) must
be bagged.
• Call to register for pickup.
• Limited to one pickup per household.

Free pickup: Please contact Town of Banff Operations at 403-762-1240 to schedule your pickup.
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How to do wildfire hazard cleanup
Banff properties near the forested edge of town face the greatest wildfire risk, but embers from wildfires
can land further inside town and ignite fires in vegetation and accumulated debris, which can spread to your
house. Follow these FireSmart Rules of Thumb to reduce the hazard on your property.
Remember: Tree removal and cutting requires a permit.
Contact the Town first at 403.762.1215 or banff.ca/applications

A surface fire can climb up into trees
quickly. On coniferous trees, remove all
branches to a height of 2 metres from the
ground, within 30 metres of your home.
Prune branches close to the tree trunk but
not so close that you damage the main
trunk and bark of the tree. Never remove
more than one-third of the canopy of the
tree.

Coniferous trees (evergreens with cones
and needles) are highly flammable and should
not be within 10 metres of your home. Cedar
hedges and juniper bushes are especially
flammable.
Deciduous trees (leafy) are resistant to
wildfire and are a good FireSmart choice for
planting within 10 metres of your home.

